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Constitutional Issues in Health Law (2) 

The Supreme Court’s recent decision upholding the major provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act has brought new attention to the intersection between constitutional law and health care. This seminar gives 

students the opportunity to engage deeply with some of the most compelling constitutional issues of our time, 

including the use of federal spending powers to expand state Medicaid programs; the health insurance mandate as a 

regulation of interstate commerce; federalism conflicts in the medicalization of marijuana; medical providers’ free 

speech rights; compelled commercial speech in the tobacco industry; religious objections to controversial medical 

procedures; cruel and unusual medical treatment of prisoners; as well as substantive due process challenges relating 

to public health, end of life care, and reproductive autonomy. 

 

Consumer Law (2) 

The course surveys consumer law from a transactional perspective, beginning with issues of deception, including 

false advertising, related to consumer purchases. There is coverage of the law of consumer credit, including issues of 

discrimination, overpriced credit and deceptive credit practices, and standard form contracts of adhesion and recent 

Supreme Court rulings covering binding arbitration and class actions. Consumer remedies and special issues of 

consumer fraud on the Internet complete course coverage. The course is especially recommended for students 

interested in public interest law. (Amato) 

 

Law and Film (2) 

From the turn of the 20th century through today, law has been critically important to American cinema and 

American cinema has been critically important to the law. This course will examine how cinema represents the law, 

indoctrinates audiences in jurisprudence, and explores the position of law in our culture. The course will consider 

such topics as the ways in which cinema portrays the negotiation of cultural conflicts through the law, interrogates 

the associations between law and morality, and reinterprets historical cases, evincing cultural anxieties and desires 

with regard to the legal system. Further, we will analyze how law films investigate issues of guilt and justice, situate 

audiences as jurors, and create ideal and flawed images of the lawyer, law firms, and the lawyer-client association. 

Films for class discussion will include Anatomy of a Murder, To Kill a Mockingbird, Presumed Innocent, Judgment 

at Nuremberg, Compulsion, 12 Angry Men, Michael Clayton, Adam’s Rib, Philadelphia, and The Social Network. 

 

Prosecuting and Defending Terrorism Cases (2) 

This class will examine how terrorism cases are investigated, prosecuted, defended and punished. It will address 

how suspected terrorists are targeted and captured, including surveillance methods and interrogation techniques, as 

well as the questions of whether these measures are effective and potentially undermine well-established and deeply 

in-grained constitutional liberties and culture. It will cover classified evidence in the adversarial process -- including 

how it is gathered, how it impacts charging decisions and trial strategies, and how courts manage it in adversarial 

proceedings. In addition to drawing out these issues as they operate in civilian courts, the course will also examine 

judicial alternatives, including the use of military tribunals or national security adjudicative systems in other 

constitutional democracies, as well as extra-judicial and judicially pre-emptive measures such as preventative 

detention, designations and the freezing of assets. Overarching issues that will animate our exploration will be the 
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need for emergency rules and powers, the role(s) of the courts and counsel, and how well the U.S. legal system faces 

the challenge of balancing rule of law and civil liberty principles with the national security concerns in countering 

terrorism, both internationally and domestically. 

This is a non-exam course. Grades will be based (i) short written impression statements on assigned weekly readings 

which will be used as prompts for class discussion; (ii) classroom participation, and; (iii) a 15-20 page paper on a 

topic of choice in the field. The class will include participation by guest speakers, including scholars and 

practitioners in the field. 

 


