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How P2P works:  Technology behind P2P and each of its Major Variants

1)
URL #1:
http://www.educause.edu/issues/issue.asp?ISSUE=P2P

Content Description:



This site is designed to provide file sharing and peer-to-peer (“P2P”) technology resources to the higher education community.  Educause, the group that maintains the website, allows users to access different links to recent court cases, news articles, government committee reports, and industry associations affected by file sharing and P2P technology such as the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA).  Furthermore, the site allows users to access articles and reports from various institutions of higher learning that deal with the implications of P2P technology in an academia setting.  This informative website shows how the intersection of intellectual property, technology, and education impact policies of colleges and universities.

Impact:


Lawyers may find this site useful because it provides various resources of information on current events.  In this case since the topic is peer to peer technology, the site has broken down the topic into different subsections, allowing lawyers to explore the different legal issues involved in peer to peer technology and file sharing.  It provides case law and recent legislation to inform lawyers of upcoming changes in the law.  The site also provides an opportunity for a legal practitioner to understand the negative implications that file sharing and peer to peer technology have on the education community as well as the entertainment industry. 
________________________________________________________________________

2)
URL #2:
http://civilliberty.about.com/library/content/b1P2Prights.htm

Content Description:

This site addresses the issue of Peer to Peer (“P2P”) networking in the copyright context.  It briefly discusses how P2P file sharing works and then provides the advantages and disadvantages of the technology.  The site contains links to related P2P information so a user can further understand the technology involved in file sharing.


Impact: 

A legal practitioner may find this site helpful because it provides beneficial examples of P2P file sharing.  The site also addresses related law such as the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.  This site is a good place to start for legal and non-legal professionals so that they get an overview of P2P technology and its related issues.
________________________________________________________________________
3)
URL #3:



http://www.heritage.org/Research/InternetandTechnology/bg1790.cfm

Content Description:

This website addresses many current issues and policies that impact society.  In regards to peer to peer (“P2P”) file sharing, this site offers information explaining the basics of P2P file sharing technology, the positions members of the public are taking when debating whether this technology is a threat to the economy, and what research is being done on the impact of P2P file sharing technology on the music industry.  In addition, this site evaluates policies related to P2P file sharing and proposes alternatives to the existing policy regarding the rights of copyright owners.

Impact:

This website should be added to a legal practitioner’s list of research tools.  The site offers opinions from experts in the field of internet and technology and other issues that plague today’s society.  The site is valuable because it offers a thorough evaluation of an internet and technology issue.  Although each policy analyst performing the evaluation, may take a particular side and offer their own opinion of the technology.  Furthermore, the views provided on the website give lawyers the opportunity to learn and/or anticipate other potential arguments that can be made for or against a particular technology during intellectual property litigation.
________________________________________________________________________

4)
URL #4:
http://www.cio.com/research/knowledge/edit/p2p_content.html

Content Description:


This site discusses the different types of Peer to Peer (“P2P”) file sharing, how P2P file sharing is used in the corporate context, and the future of P2P file sharing. The site puts a business “spin” on P2P file sharing and explains how P2P file sharing can save businesses billions of dollars by unlocking intellectual property and data.  The site is created by CIO.com, a corporate web magazine, and contains the “Knowledgement Management Research Center.”  This “web-center” offers users the opportunity to join a discussion forum, so members can debate P2P file sharing and how its applications are changing business markets.
Impact:


Corporate lawyers and commercial litigators will find this website the most useful.  However, intellectual property lawyers will find this site helpful because it will give them an opportunity to understand how the law impacts technology issues, such as P2P file sharing, in a business context.  Since the future of a business weighs heavily on their intellectual property rights, an intellectual property lawyer should use this site to get a better understanding of different business models.  In addition, the site incorporates business with technology and its implications on the modern economy, therefore corporate attorneys can get a better understanding of how and what technological issues impact business, as well as, the impact these technologies have on business security.   Finally, the site provides a setting for lawyers to think of solutions or advice they might offer their intellectual property or corporate clients.
________________________________________________________________________

5)
URL #5:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File_sharing

Content Description:


This website is a free encyclopedia on the internet.  When a user looks up a topic, a table of contents appears, allowing the user to choose what aspect of the topic they are researching.  In the case of peer to peer file sharing, the table of contents contains the following sections:  history, network architecture, copyright issues, communities and external links, and sources.  The site also provides a brief description of the topic before the user accesses the table of contents.  


Impact:  

This site is helpful to legal and non-legal professionals because it provides an outline of the issues related to the P2P technology.  This website should be the starting point for a professional when they are struggling to understand the basic meaning of a topic or issue in a research project.  It is beneficial, particularly for legal professionals, since the site provides the history, general overview of the issues, and how the technology is applied in a brief and concise manner.  
_______________________________________________________________________
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