URL: http://www.muddlawoffices.com/laws/RIAA/RIAA.htm
CONTENT DESCRIPTION

Mudd Law Offices provide a compact but thorough guide to RIAA lawsuits, primarily the John Doe suits after Verizon.  At the top of the page is a timeline which chronicles important stages of the RIAA legislative Initiative.  

This page also contains a FAQ section regarding John Doe subpoenas and how the RIAA has used them as a tool to fight P2P filesharing of copyrighted material.  The website provides answers to questions such as “How did the RIAA find me?” and information on what to do if your ISP has been subpoenaed.  

Finally, the web site offers summaries of other judicial opinions and related authority, as well as some information on foreign court decisions regarding P2P filesharing which may have an effect in the U.S.

IMPACT STATEMENT


This web site is a great starting point for anyone interested in the RIAA lawsuits, especially those involving John Doe defendants.  It’s a great resource not only for lawyers looking for a quick background on the case history and applicable law, but also for anyone who uses P2P filesharing networks and is concerned about their ISP being subpoenaed.  


The RIAA has spent a lot of money to fight this issue, and many P2P network users are probably not aware of the consequences, and even less aware of ways to protect themselves from being subpoenaed by the RIAA in a John Doe lawsuit.  This website is a great tool for anyone interested in this topic, and as access to, and actual use this technology increases, these lawsuits affect a wide range of people.

URL:  http://www.eff.org/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION

 The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) site contains many articles concerning P2P infringement issues, as well as documents from lawsuits launched by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), and a searchable database of IP addresses that are the subject of John Doe suits by the RIAA. Pages of particular interest are RIAA v. the People, How Not To Get Sued By The RIAA For File-Sharing, Subpoena Database Query Tool, EFF 'Intellectual Property - Peer-to-Peer (P2P) File Sharing' Archive, Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) Archive, Anonymity, and the home page, which lists the latest news and press releases.

IMPACT

The Electronic Frontier Foundation is a public interest group advocating "digital freedom" in the context of the Internet. It has been a participant in some of the suits brought by the RIAA. Although far from neutral, the EFF web site is valuable for its rich mix of documents and articles of interest to lawyers and to P2P users alike. However, the sprawl of the site may make it difficult to determine the current state of the law in any particular area.
URL:  http://writ.news.findlaw.com/hilden/20031001.html


CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

FindLaw is a no cost legal resource website offering topic summaries, web links, and opinion pieces.  The October 1, 2003, FindLaw Legal Commentary, Anonymity Versus Law Enforcement: The Fight Over Subpoenaing Alleged Downloaders’ Names From Internet Service Providers, describes the statutory and Constitutional issues presented for appellate review in RIAA v. Verizon, where an Internet Service Provider (ISP) challenged a subpoena issued under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).  The article offers a judgment that anonymous P2P file sharing should be entitled to at least limited First Amendment protection.

IMPACT:

The article was written before the December 19, 2003, appellate ruling in the ISP’s favor.  It accurately anticipates the narrow statutory basis for the court’s finding: an ISP merely transmitting, but not hosting, infringing copyrighted material is not subject to the DMCA’s subpoena authority.  Additionally, it explores the likely success of alternative Constitutional arguments whose relevance would reemerge should Congress broaden the statute’s subpoena authority to encompass simple transmission.  The piece explains that Supreme Court decisions protecting anonymity focus on core First Amendment rights, e.g., political and religious speech, and generally do not extend to illegal activities.
