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URL #1: http://www.eff.org/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) advocates for the maintenance of digital rights as the government works to limit the freedoms the Internet, and p2p specifically, has provided.  The EFF deals with digital rights broadly (including hot issues such as electronic voting), but has been very active in working to protect p2p and suggesting new models for embracing p2p.  The EEF worked on behalf on Grokster in the recent Grokster victory over MGM, has helped defend those wrongly targeted by the RIAA, and is working to establish protections for privacy for individuals on the Internet.  The EFF provides educational events, launches public lobbying campaigns, and maintains an archive of digital civil liberties information.  This website provides useful articles regarding the history of p2p and new potential uses for the technology.    

IMPACT:  This site will provide an attorney with a strong background to the issues that are facing p2p today.  The articles and opinion pieces on p2p legislation (particularly the induce act) provide interesting data regarding projections for the future of p2p both as a business and a social tool.  This site allows the attorney to consider the history of technological innovation and compares past lessons (Betamax, vcr, cassette tape, camera) to p2p technologies of today.  The EFF also allows a concerned attorney the opportunity to get involved in lobbying efforts and submit suggestions for potential positive alterations to the law surrounding digital rights.  

URL # 2: http://wwwp2pnet.net/index.php
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site offers a wide variety of news stories, bulletin boards and relevant links about developments about topics including P2P and digital media. A number of the articles in the site’s archives are relevant to the impact of P2P technology on the music and film industries, as well as speculation about what the future holds for file-sharing technology.

IMPACT:

The site is useful to practitioners because the articles regarding breaking news events are posted quickly, which provides researchers with immediate access to the news coverage. The search engine feature also uncovered helpful academic works, in addition to the wide range of news coverage.    

URL #3: http://www.riaa.com/issues/audio/history.asp
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This link gives the reader an overview of the early history of the recording industry by the Recording Industry Association of America. It draws parallels between the infancy of that industry and the beginnings of the personal computing revolution. The site presents information chronologically, discusses innovations ranging from the vinyl LP and CDs to present-day technology and introduces some of the major contributors to the technology. Furthermore, the site not only factually outlines major technological milestones, but also discusses some of the challenges faced by the industry at the different milestones.

IMPACT: 

This website contains a concise summary of major milestones in the history of audio technology in order to evaluate lessons from past technological innovations. Practitioners, seeking to take lessons from the past history of technology to apply to current events would find this clearly written and informative.  The site also provides a great beginning point to gain a concise overview to springboard further in-depth research. 
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