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Technology protection measures, 

DMCA Anti-circumvention Provisions, and the Future of P2P

	URL #1

Website: http://www.technewsworld.com/ 
Key Articles: http://www.technewsworld.com/story/32673.html
          http://www.technewsworld.com/story/36728.html
CONTENT DESCRIPTION
This site contains numerous articles about the future of P2P networking.  These include interviews with CEOs of the companies that released the most widely used P2P networking software, including Streamcast and Sharman Networks.  These companies are the makers of Morpheus® and Kazaa®, the leaders in the P2P industry.  These articles discuss the company’s predictions regarding future legislation and the impact of the DCMA on P2P filesharing.  The site also has articles that discuss potential solutions for P2P networking that comply with the Digital Millenium Copyright Act (“DMCA”), such as P2P radio.  
IMPACT
Lawyers practicing copyright law will find the material here to be valuable in preparing for future issues associated with P2P filesharing software.  It contains predictions about future changes in P2P technologies from the CEOs of the leading companies in the P2P software arena.  It also gives up-to-date information on P2P legislation and possible P2P solutions for protecting copyrights.


	URL #2
Website: http://www.eff.org
Key Articles: http://www.eff.org/IP/DMCA/?f=unintended_consequences.html
          http://www.eff.org/IP/P2P/p2p_copyright_wp.php
CONTENT DESCRIPTION
This site is run by the Electronic Frontier Foundation, a nonprofit group of lawyers, technologists and volunteers working to protect digital rights.  This organization supports legalization of P2P file sharing.  It advocates compulsory licensing to avoid the problem of copyright holders refusing to grant rights for reasonable fees.  In addition, this site contains information on the legislation content owners are pushing for in order to prevent illegal file sharing over P2P networks.  It discusses the DMCA, newly proposed legislation H.R. 4077, and the Piracy Deterrence and Education Act, which would impose criminal penalties on those sharing more than 1000 files.
IMPACT
This site would be useful to lawyers and judges in various ways.  First, it can help lawyers and judges keep up to date with its detailed descriptions about present legislation around P2P software.  Also, it details the DMCA and its impact on P2P file sharing.


	URL #3
Website: www.lawtechjournal.com/index.php
Key Article: www.lawtechjournal.com/articles/2002/05_021229_roemer.pdf
CONTENT DESCRIPTION
This is the UCLA Journal of Law and Technology website.  It contains several theses about the future of P2P networking.  The key article is a thesis that discusses FreeNet, a P2P architecture designed to be secure, efficient, and built to withstand virtually any legal challenge.  Freenet is mainly a conceptual model, but it serves as an architectural basis for many leading P2P solutions today.  P2P software makers are integrating the proposed characteristics of Freenet into their software.  The thesis examines trends in P2P projects and outlines the ongoing battle between content owners and P2P software makers.  It also discusses the DMCA’s anti-circumvention provisions and how content owners can use available legislation to reassert control over their copyrighted works, although such control is perceived to be limited. 

IMPACT
Judges and lawyers will find this site helpful in learning how technology is changing so that both P2P software developers and P2P software users can avoid liability for copyright infringement.  It suggests that it may be necessary for future legislation to focus on targeting people who make P2P filesharing software instead of the end users, because it may become virtually impossible to track down the individual users.
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