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Site #1

1. URL:  http://www.lessig.org/blog/
2. Interactive Chat website about the digital medium scene

Description:  The main page of this site is more of a chat room where people can express their views on the state of P2P affairs and decisions.  There are current posting on day to day events happening in the realm of P2P, copyrights.  The site has links to Mr. Lessig’s affiliated organizations, such as Creative Commons and the Public Library of Science.

Impact:   This website is both a political and information site put together by Larry Lessig.  It seems his focus is to discourage legal interpretations of IP that would stop either expression or innovation on the Internet.  The site also contains an enormous wealth of materials written and developed with respect to digital IP issues that can be found on the “content” link of his page.

Site #2

1. URL:  http://www.p2punited.org/
2. Voice of the Peer to Peer’s Leading Companies

Description:  This site puts out information on behalf of the larger peer-to-peer companies such as Bearshare, eDonkey, Blubster, Grokster, and Morpheus.  P2P United works with both the P2P develops and the governments involved in legislating use on the Internet.  They deal with international issues in Europe and domestically with the US Government.  The site contains a code of conduct for the participating corporations.  The site has a FAQ section that talks about some issues generally for the public.  

Impact:  This site seems to be a good source to track the legal landscape of P2P legislation and litigation.  As with other sites, the political influence asks people to write to support or oppose current legislation on P2P issues.  In addition to the political landscape, the current litigation section is valuable to assess the implications of upcoming decisions and the battles that are currently being fought.  

Site #3

1. URL:  http://techlawadvisor.com/
2. An internet and intellectual property policy web log

Description:  This site is similar in setup and substance to the Larry Lessig site above.  It contains the most up to date articles, court battles, and legislation having to do with the digital entertainment industry.  The site seems to be organized to allow you to access information and posting websites with all of the links on the sides, depending on what information or things your are interested or looking for.  

Impact:   The impact of this site appears to be minimal.  It gives access to the P2P landscape and an opportunity to hear and express opinions on the subject.  There isn’t a firm organization of issues or agenda.  Current events seem to be available, but this site would be an inefficient research tool, but not a bad public opinion site in my estimation.

Site #4

1. URL: http://www.riaa.com/default.asp
2. Recording Industry Association of America

Description:   This is an enormous commercial website put together by the Recording Industry Association of America.  Their focus is to represent the U.S. record industry.  This group looks to protect the intellectual property rights of its members.  The RIAA has also put out whether albums or songs have gone Gold, Platinum, or Diamond, depending on record sales.  This site has a number of different links: legal, legislative, market research, and on anti-piracy.  

Impact:  This site gives young attorney and those interested and impacted by the P2P decisions a good view of the cases decided and pending in America.  It is clear to see that it is an enormous and important undertaking and the RIAA is doing everything that it can to maintain as many rights for its artists as possible.  

Site #5

1. URL:  http://www.napster.com/why_napster.html
2. Napster

Description:  This is a sharing website that was one of the first to offer peer-to-peer sharing of online music files.  The site is now a money generating site and looking to market itself to people who want to find and download digital entertainment.  This is what a current website like Bearshare might turn into depending on the changing law or legislation on the current issues.

Impact:  Looking at Napster, it is easy to see how policy can move a small startup into a corporate force.  Napster was unique, and now it is a result of technology meeting free speech and the law.  Now the site charges for its uses of its services.
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