John Hamada
Copyright Fall 2004

Student Linking Assignment #1

9.16.2004

URL #1
www.eff.org; www.eff.org/IP/P2P/howto-notgetsued.php
Content Description
The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) is a nonprofit group dedicated to the protection of “digital rights”.  Their website includes a large quantity of information regarding Intellectual Property law, and civil liberty law as it pertains to the internet—particularly in regards to privacy and file sharing.  

While there are articles and informational summaries on the basics of copyright law, domain names, privacy, parental liability for children who share copyrighted materials, and other IP related issues on the internet, one of the most interesting articles on the site was a page devoted to “how not to get sued” while file sharing on P2P networks.  


Also noteworthy on this site is a link to “RIAA v. The People” which provides information on RIAA-related P2P litigation, and includes briefs and motions filed in recent cases brought by the RIAA against John Doe defendants.

Impact Statement

The EFF is an important site for anyone seeking information about civil liberties on the internet.  The biggest impact will be on the average P2P user who is concerned about privacy and retaining anonymity when file sharing.  The “how not to get sued” site is a great resource for those who, well, don’t want to get sued for illegal file sharing. 

Lawyers will also find this site valuable to obtain briefs and motions filed in response to RIAA complaints.  


Anyone interested in taking an activist role to protect civil liberties, or “digital rights” can use this web site as a central point for campaigns to influence legislation.
URL #2
www.zeropaid.com
Content Description
This site is dedicated to file sharing issue.  It compiles a list of current and archived articles related to P2P file sharing which links the viewer to a brief summary as well as the original source of the story.  The posts are updated daily, and allow readers to comment on each topic.  The site also hosts a forum dedicated to the discussion of file sharing, file sharing software, news, RIAA cases, as well as strategy to remain anonymous on the internet.  There is also information on the most popular file sharing programs used on Windows, Mac, and Linux, with links to each, and discussion regarding the strengths and weaknesses of each program.
Impact Statement

This is a useful resource for anyone interested in P2P news, but the most important feature on this site is the discussion forum related to file sharing programs.  A person whishing to download and share files can find information on the strengths and weaknesses, namely the privacy risks of various programs such as Kazaa or Grokster.  Lawyers will also find this site useful to track current internet and copyright related litigation and the latest articles on new P2P technology.  
URL #3
www.RIAA.com
Content Description

This is the official website for the RIAA.  Beyond general information regarding the RIAA, there is information, including documents filed by the association, for the Verizon, Aimster, and Napster cases.  The site also includes press releases issued by the RIAA concerning it’s involvement in P2P litigation.  There are also news articles and commentaries written from the RIAA perspective concerning copyright violations and P2P file sharing
Impact Statement

The content on this website is obviously biased in favor of the RIAA, but it provides a useful perspective from the plaintiff’s standpoint.  The RIAA argues in favor of the copyright owners, namely record labels and artists, whose rights are infringed.  Because technological innovation and civil liberties are at issue in the RIAA cases, it is important not only for lawyers and legislature, but also those downloading and sharing copyrighted material to remember that the RIAA’s primary concern (arguably) is the just compensation for the use and enjoyment of that copyrighted material.
URL #4
www.Supoenadefense.org
Content Description

This is a resource for individuals seeking information on how to defend them selves if their identity has been subpoenaed by a private third party seeking to enforce their copyrights on the internet.  This site provides links to attorneys and other resources which take the defendant through a step-by-step process of what to do if subpoenaed in connection with a P2P copyright offense.  

Impact Statement

This website is most useful for defendants who have already been sued by the RIAA.  Although more and more people are becoming aware of RIAA litigation against John Doe defendants, most defendants will have little idea what to do if subpoenaed by the RIAA.  Attorneys interested in defending or providing advice to John Doe defendants can also use this site to link their information.
URL #5
www.chillingeffects.org; www.chillingeffects.org/johndoe/faq.cgi
Content Description

Chillingeffects.org is dedicated to the effects of IP and P2P litigation on individuals’ civil rights on the internet.  The site contains information on copyright law, P2P networking, privacy, and provides a database for cease and desist letters sent claiming a copyright or trademark infringement on the internet.

One feature on this site is the “John Doe FAQ” page.  This page contains a brief summary about John Doe anonymity, including the recent cases.  It also includes answers to questions such as “What is a subpoena?” “How do judges decide whether to let a subpoena go forward?”, as well as jurisdictional questions, and questions regarding an individual’s rights as a John Doe defendant.

Impact Statement

This website is great starting point for information about John Doe lawsuits.  Individuals who are subpoenaed in John Doe cases, as well as the lawyers who defend them can use this as a quick reference to the process of issuing subpoenas and later identifying the defendants themselves. 
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