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Copyright (Law 405)

September 16, 2004

URL No. 1.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anonymous_P2P
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This is a link to a page in an Internet-based, collaboratively written and edited, hyperlink rich encyclopedia.

IMPACT:

As good as place as any for the uninitiated (such as this largely analog author) to find some definitions and otherwise become oriented.  What “peer-to-peer” means, how such a network is supposed to operate, and the subtle but apparently important distinction between “anonymous” and “pseudonymous” are laid out clearly and without excessive recourse to jargon.  Links to cryptography related topics suggest strategies for hiding identities from persistent investigators. 

URL No. 2.

http://www.riaa.com/default.asp
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

The Internet site maintained by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), which identifies itself as “the” trade group of the American music recording industry.  The site is a booster for the association’s members, who make up “the most vibrant national music industry in the world.”  The significance of copyright protection to those members and the evils of “piracy” are suggested by the prominent “latest news” box near the top of the home page: of the seven bulleted items present at this writing, all relate to copyright infringement, with three containing the phrase “illegal file shar[ing].”

IMPACT:

The RIAA provides forthright statements about how it perceives its interests and the steps it continues to take under law in advancing those interests.  In particular, RIAA explains that it will subpoena Internet service providers under authority of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act as part of a strategy to identify, threaten (with “a warning e-mail”), and sue individuals suspected of operating or using peer to peer Internet facilities to infringe copyrights controlled by RIAA members.

URL No. 3.

http://www.copyright.gov/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

The Internet site of the United States Copyright Office provides well written introductory information on copyright, instructions for filing, links to statutes, and necessary forms.  The site appears consistent with federal “e-gov” efforts to make government services more accessible and actions more transparent through the Internet.

IMPACT:

In addition to current copyright related statutes and regulations, links to “Current Legislation” under consideration in Congress offer a window into the prongs along which copyright law may be expanding.  The site includes a “Directory of Service Provider Agents for Notification of Claims of Infringement,” but inspection suggests that it is an incomplete list, e.g., the author’s service provider (Sysmatrix) is missing.

URL No. 4.

http://www.ssrn.com/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

The Internet site maintained by the “Social Science Research Network” is, itself, a peer to peer information exchange whose nine areas include “Legal Scholarship” and “Economics Research.”   Although some of the centers ask for $5, most of the information appears to be available for the asking.

IMPACT:

Using the site’s search facility, the abbreviation “P2P” returns links to abstracts of, at this writing, thirteen articles, some of which are captioned as already having been published in law reviews, others which appear not to have been published at all.  From inspection, many of the papers appear to explore possible stable economic arrangements that include extensive sharing of copyrighted materials.

URL No. 5.

http://www.theatlantic.com/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
The Internet  presence of “The Atlantic Monthly” magazine.  Largely links to articles printed by this (the author’s favorite) general interest magazine since about 1993 and reader feedback.

IMPACT:

Well, maybe the site has limited utility for scholarly or practical legal research.  But if something is here on science or other technical field, chances are it is golden.  In engaging, well written, plain English.  For the geophysics of how global warming could trigger a new ice age, there is “The Great Climate Flip-Flop” (January 1998); for the idea of “normal accidents” emerging in complex technological systems, see “The Lessons of ValuJet 592” (March 1998).  And in the spirit of this project and the article, itself, I hereby share with my peers a copy of “Who Will Own Your Next Good Idea?” (September 1998), an invaluable introduction to copyright, from a time shortly before the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, that includes perspectives of people ranging from Richard Stallman to James Brown.
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