URL #1.
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/news/techpolicy/2003-03-28-downloads_x.htm

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
An overview of the sheer size of the peer to peer market, which has eclipsed the recording industry in volume.  The article describes, in very general terms, the extent of the peer to peer market, the effect it is having on the entertainment industry, and the methods that music and film publishers are employing in an attempt to both combat and embrace peer to peer technology.

IMPACT:
A good starting point for the inquiry of peer to peer effects on multimedia industries.  

URL #2
http://www.ie.iwi.unibe.ch/staff/fetscherin/resource/2004-03-31-Music%20piracy.pdf

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
A study of the economic effects of peer to peer file sharing on the music industry conducted by the Institute of Information Systems at the University of Bern, Switzerland.  An illustration of the sheer pervasiveness of peer to peer file sharing, with detailed explanations of what is available online, and at what service.


IMPACT: 
Establishes that illegal file-swapping which constitutes copyright infringement is rampant on the internet, particularly overseas.

URL #3.
http://macnewsworld.com/story/31490.html

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
Synopsis of Forrester Group research claiming that downloads are destined to replace physical media distribution of entertainment.  Study also claims that the recording industry is “missing out” on the peer to peer phenomenon when they should be dominating it.

 
IMPACT:
Judges and lawyers practicing labor law will find material here unavailable elsewhere that will be of significant value in evaluating access to justice projects...

URL #4.
http://www.ecommercetimes.com/story/33266.html

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
This article contends that recent drops in recording and film industry profits are not attributable to peer to peer file sharing, and instead are attributable to a decrease in production by multimedia industries. 

IMPACT:
Despite the fact that peer to peer downloading is copyright violation and may be actionable, the damages in any action may be lower than expected if price erosion due to downloading proves to be low. 

URL #5.
http://www.the-infoshop.com/press/fi16276_en.shtml

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
The article on this site claims that unlike recording industries, film industries are more likely to benefit from peer to peer file sharing than they are to suffer losses.


IMPACT:
Site demonstrates how firms are looking to profit from peer to peer by embracing it, rather than losing money and fighting it. 

