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Linking Assignment #1 

Group 1—How P2P works: the technology behind P2P and each of its major variants.

URL #1:

http://commerce.senate.gov/hearings/witnesslist.cfm?id=1247
 
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site contains links to transcripts of testimonies, relating to benefits and detriments to consumers and/or content providers from the use of P2P technologies in the future, presented to the members of U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Competition, Infrastructure, and Foreign Commerce during the hearing on “The Future of Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Technology” held in June 2004.  Officers of INTENT MediaWorks, LLC, StreamCast Networks, INC. and The EMI Group as well as the director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection and the Vice Provost for Information Services from Oregon State University presented the testimonies.  


IMPACT:

The written testimonies, and especially the testimony of the president of INTENT MediaWorks, LLC, which contains detailed diagrams and other visual aids, contain good and simple overviews of how the P2P technology works.  Since the testimonies come from the representatives of the leading companies in the area of P2P as well as the government and academia, they provide a complete picture of the issues and concerns, including business and public concerns, involved in the area of future use of P2P technologies from the point of view of those different sectors.  They provide a good insight as to where the P2P technology might be going in the future, and what legal/social issues might be involved.     

URL #2:

http://www.openp2p.com/

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site contains a collection of articles on the newest developments in P2P technology and related issues.  For example, MUTE networks, i.e., networks that are capable of masking the identity of their users, and social networks, i.e., networks with a limited access by a certain group of people, are discussed.  The workings of other P2P applications and systems are discussed and explained.  Some articles discuss the legal and social issues in the area of P2P technology.  In addition, interviews with the representatives of key companies in the area of P2P are included.  The web site also contains a P2P directory, listing companies, projects and initiatives related to P2P, as well as a collection of “today’s news” links to other web sites, providing the latest news related to P2P technologies.      
 
IMPACT:

This web site is a good one-stop area for the latest developments in the P2P technology and related news.  When doing research in the area of P2P, a law student or a practicing lawyer will most likely find on this web site what they are looking for.  The P2P directory might be especially helpful as a starting point in researching the P2P companies, ongoing P2P projects, P2P applications, etc.

URL #3:

http://ntrg.cs.tcd.ie/undergrad/4ba2.02-03/Intro.html

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
This web site contains a wealth of information related to P2P technology.  More specifically, it contains a historical overview of P2P technology, including its past, present and potential future developments. It also contains a discussion of legal issues relating to P2P.  An overview of Napster is provided, including information on how it works and the legal controversy behind it.  Overviews of systems like Gnutella, Freenet and YouServ is provided, including information on how they work.  In addition, it contains a discussion on how information in a P2P network is routed, including diagrams.  Finally, P2P search engines are compared and contrasted with regular search engines.    


IMPACT:

This web site provides an excellent overview of Gnutella, Freenet, Napster and YouServ systems as well as P2P routing and P2P search engines.  Combined with the historical overview and legal framework overview, this site is an excellent one-stop resource for learning the basics of P2P technology or at least some aspects of it, including business and social aspects.    

URL #4:

http://www-106.ibm.com/developerworks/java/library/j-p2pcol.html

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site contains a collection of further links to articles discussing the mechanics of P2P technology.  The articles describe and explain the different P2P applications; more specifically, how to install and configure a P2P application and how a P2P application works.  The articles contain diagrams and computer codes.  A brief history and development of P2P technology is provided, including a description of the simplest P2P application and its shortcomings. The issues of security and trust in the context of P2P applications are discussed.   
 
IMPACT:

This site might be especially useful to a law student or a lawyer who wants to better understand the technology behind P2P as the various articles go into great details as to the workings of P2P applications.  However, some of the articles contain computer codes and/or other technical language, which a layman might find hard to understand.   

URL #5:
 http://computer.howstuffworks.com/file-sharing.htm
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This is a link to an article explaining how the old Napster worked, and how a new file-sharing network known as Gnutella works.  The article discusses similarities and differences between the old Napster system and the new Gnutella file-sharing network.  In addition, cons and pros of both systems are discussed, and simple diagrams and screen shots are shown to facilitate understanding of how both systems operate. A program that is used to connect to Gnutella is discussed.  This article also contains links to other informational sites about Gnutella.      
 
IMPACT:

This article provides a good and easy to understand overview of Napster and Gnutella.  This article might especially be useful to a student and/or an attorney who has a very limited understanding of P2P technology as the layman language, diagrams and screen shots clearly yet simply describe the workings of a P2P network.  
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