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URL#1:
http://www.collegian.psu.edu/archive/2003/09/09-16-03tdc/09-16-03dscihealth-02.asp
Content Description:
This website explains how peer to peer technology works by allowing a computer to make a direct software request to another computer. Specifically, the article highlights that the RIAA identifies individuals with peer to peer technology by searching computers for a P2P program running, and then identifying the user through the IP address. Further, the article explains that it is impossible to keep track of what is downloaded because each file request takes a different path. The technology was first introduced in Microsoft Windows to help create networks for file sharing and printing. The technology can still be used for thing such as research data and public domain media. The lack of a central server makes tracking difficult so some universities use sniffer packets to determine when people are using it. 
Impact:

This article is useful for law students and attorneys who need a basic introduction into the workings of P2P technology. Although the article is short, it provides the fundamentals and additionally the technology required to detect P2P sharing. Specifically, the article is aimed at college students who attend a university where P2P file sharing may be prohibited or tracked. 
URL #2
http://guide.darwinmag.com/technology/communications/p2p/?action=print
Content Description:

This website explains how P2P technology works like communal living, with individuals sharing everything they indicate they want shared on their hard drive. This site goes on to explain that Napster was not a true P2P network because it kept a central database of users, contravening the P2P technology that does not require a central database.
Impact:

This website provides the attorney fearful of technology with a simple analogy approach to the P2P technology and explains in easy terms the basic technology. Additionally, attorneys will note that problems with IT security create copyright issues. 
URL #3
http://compnetworking.about.com/od/p2ppeertopeer/a/p2pintroduction.htm
Content Description:

This website provides a technical introduction to P2P file sharing and the requirements to run P2P software including: the user interface runs outsides of a Web browser, computers in the system can act as both clients and servers, easy to use and well-integrated, includes tools to support users wanting to create content or add functionality, makes connections with other users and supports "cross-network" protocols.  Further, the system requires a user interface that runs outside of the browser and that supports file serving and downloads. 
Impact:

This website provides a starting point for the attorney who is not overly technical and it delves into the requirements for a P2P network to work. Moreover, an attorney would find this article useful because it begins to address legal issues such as piracy in the context of P2P setting, software applications, network technologies and the ethics of file sharing and its impact on copyright law. 
URL #4
http://www-106.ibm.com/developerworks/java/library/j-p2pdisc2/
Content Description:

This website provides information on how to develop a P2P network and the variants one can use to create this. For example, the site explains revisiting discovery, IT multicast discovery as methods of creating P2P networks. The site goes on to give code required for a P2P application. 
Impact:

The technological description on this website is very dense, and therefore most likely not applicable to an attorney. The information is geared more towards an engineer writing code than an attorney learning about P2P, so this site is not too useful for the non-engineer attorney.

URL #5
http://www.p2p-technology.com/
Content Description:

This website lists many articles useful for seeing the current and new P2P technologies. Specifically, some articles address the new P2P system, Gnutella, and its technical differences from current P2P networks. For example, the new system uses nodes whereby each node sends out a signal that it exists and can query the rest of the network.

Impact:

This site provides a useful place to look for attorneys looking at past and current P2P systems that are emerging after the downfall of Napster. This site is particularly helpful because there are so many articles, and they can be searched by specific variant technology of the P2P system.
Statement of Copyright Permission:

**This submission includes copyrighted material from websites, and therefore viewers of these websites cannot copy information directly without infringing on copyrighted material. However, students are free to view the sites and to take the ideas and information offered.  Additionally, material in this submission may not be copied without express permission of the author.
