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Group 1:  How P2P works: the technology behind P2P and each of its major variants.
URL #1.
http://guide.darwinmag.com/technology/communications/p2p/index.html
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
This site is extremely informative.  It is written in kind of a FAQ format that is very conducive to quickly conveying the basics of P2P.  The page is divided into seven sections:  Overview, Metrics (statistical info), Learn More (additional links), Buzz Words (glossary), Case Study (practical application), Tech Talk (a more in-depth look at types of P2P), and Bibliography.

IMPACT:
Lawyers will especially like this site because of the fact that it has a more professional presentation than many of the others.    It is not cluttered with advertisements either, so it is easy to navigate. The division of the page into the various sections provides an easy way to get the answers to P2P questions, and to find other resources.
URL #2.
http://compnetworking.about.com/od/p2ppeertopeer/a/p2pintroduction.htm
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
The general web site is a resource for all sorts of computer technology, but this section specifically deals with P2P, and this page deals with the technology behind P2P.  It divides the technology discussion into three basic sections: traditional peer-to-peer networks, peer-to-peer software, and then Kazaa and Napster-type file sharing.  

IMPACT:
The web site is a great place to start when one is researching file sharing.  It is helpful for lawyers, students, and judges to read this information to quickly gather an informative overview of file sharing before discussing the subject with a client, other lawyer, or before judging a case. 

URL #3.
http://www.p2ptransfers.com

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
This site contains information on peer-to-peer transfer basics.  It is divided up into sections which help the reader to find information on “what is p2p,” links to various file sharing programs, reviews of file sharing programs, and online forum boards where people can share their own views.  The web site even calls itself “your resource for information on Internet file sharing.” 

IMPACT:
Lawyers will find the “What is P2P?” section of this site especially helpful as it gives a basic definition and simplified description of how P2P actually works.  Also, since this site is so all-inclusive, any lawyer, judge, or student can come here and easily get an overview on all of the types of file sharing that exist and what types of programs are out there for doing it.

URL #4.
http://www.zeropaid.com/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
Zeropaid calls itself the “the filing sharing portal.”  In that vein, it has links to everything filing sharing: news articles, programs, tools, and forums to chat with other P2P’ers.  

IMPACT:
This web site can be very helpful to lawyers looking for the latest news on P2P.  It is extremely up to date, and the articles are often about the legal battles over P2P that frequently pop up.  The problem with this site is that it is full of advertisements, including those of the pop-up variety, which detract a little from the site’s overall utility.  

URL #5.
http://www.intel.com/update/departments/initech/it02012.pdf
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
This is a document written by David Barkai of Intel.  It is filled with definitions, diagrams, and discussions of the future of P2P technology.

IMPACT:
It is a little lengthy (7 pages) for your typical web research, and it is a little outdated (copyrighted in 2001).  It also can be a little technical at times, but for those who are good with and understand computers, it will seem elementary.  In any event, it provides information to anyone who wants to get an overview of the technology and the some of the impacts of that technology without the advertising and other distractions on some of the other sites.
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