Linking Assignment #1                  Ryan Evans

URL #1

www.riaa.com
Content Description

This is the home of the Recording Industry Association of America.  This site contains a variety of valuable information ranging from dominant issues in the recording industry today to legal cases dealing with Napster, Aimster, Webcasting, etc.  Also available at this site are links to news articles dealing with important RIAA issues, such as P2P sharing, along with useful statistics within the recording industry such as manufacturer’s unit shipments and dollar charts.

Impact

This was one of the more useful sites I found due to the fact that it contains such a wide variety of information dealing with the recording industry.  A lawyer practicing in this field will want to pay special attention to the legal cases link because of the detailed information given on such cases as Napster and Aimster in the area of P2P file sharing.  Also, valuable supplemental information can be found in the form of news articles and opinions under the pressroom link.

URL #2

www.wired.com/news/digiwood/0,1412,61454,00.html
Content Description

This site is a news article containing important information dealing with RIAA lawsuits.  The article goes into reasons for the lawsuits and who the RIAA is suing.  It also deals with issue of due process, pertaining to whether or not P2P users are receiving due process after being sued by copyright holders.  Finally, the article deals with whether or not the RIAA campaign against P2P users is working.

Impact

This site offers important background information for a lawyer researching issues involving P2P file sharing.  The article explains how under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, a copyright holder can subpoena an Internet service provider for the name and address of a person it suspects of violating copyright.  This introduces the issue of whether or not this violates the privacy of P2P users.  A lawyer researching the issues of privacy and copyright infringement dealing with P2P will find this article useful.

URL #3

www.p2punited.org
Content Description

This site is dedicated to achieving the lawful use of peer-to-peer digital information sharing technology.  The site has many articles with reactions and comments on the recent wave of RIAA lawsuits and how to better use p2p file sharing without infringing on copyrights.  This also contains statistics on p2p file sharing such as a survey of musicians and their feelings towards the RIAA lawsuits.

Impact

This site offers valuable information on where p2p file sharing might be going into the future.  Since p2p United is a lobby group, the site offer insight into how they are trying to shape public policy to help p2p file sharing.  P2P United is unique in the fact that it really hasn’t taken a side either with the p2p users or the recording industry.  It is trying to act as an acceptable medium between the two creating an environment that allows p2p file sharing while not infringing on copyrights.  A lawyer interested in what the future of the culture of p2p might look like, will find this site very useful.

URL#4

P2pnet.net

Content Description

This site contains links to articles and interviews with people who are on the cutting edge of p2p technology.  Many of these articles and interviews discuss the most important issues involving anonymous file sharing and protection from lawsuits from the RIAA.  The site also gives reviews on the latest p2p applications.

Impact

This site would have a tremendous informative impact on lawyers wanting to know more about privacy protection for p2p users.  For example, one of the archived links is an interview with the founder of a p2p application called MUTE.  MUTE allows users to protect their privacy by avoiding direct connections with their sharing partners in the network.  This type of technology would help p2p users avoid lawsuits by remaining anonymous.

URL #5

www.technewsworld.com/story/31158.html
Content Description

This article describes the backlash movement of a privately funded website called Boycott-RIAA.com, which was formed to protest the RIAA lawsuits against p2p file sharers.  It explains the distribution of RIAA lawsuits and the penalties for unlawful p2p file sharing that infringes on copyrights along with how subpoenas are handed out.  Finally the lawsuit gives opinions on better solutions to the p2p file sharing problem rather than filing mass lawsuits.  

Impact

This article would be useful for lawyers involved in p2p subpoena disputes because it offers information on how these subpoenas have gotten out of control and why they might violate privacy rights of individuals.  Also, the article offers useful solutions around the subpoena problem such as compulsory licensing, which pools money from p2p users and distributes it to the copyright holders.  
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