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URL:

http://www.eff.org/IP/P2P/howto-notgetsued.php
Content:

This site provides general information for the lay internet user in an attempt to avoid being sued by the RIAA.  It is an ABC guide to how to avoid and protect yourself against litigation.

Impact:

This site serves as a starting point for potential clients.  It provides insight into sources that the ordinary file share peer might refer to for information.  This gives practitioners an idea of the types of concerns, questions and thoughts that potential clients or adversaries may have so that the practitioners may be better prepared to aid in or combat these understandings.

URL:

http://www.subpoenadefense.org/
Content:

This site provides general information and background about the subpoena process used by the RIAA as well as information for the defense organization dedicated to protecting consumer privacy against industry abuse of subpoena power.

Impact:

This site is instrumental because it is the site of a valuable ally or formidable foe depending upon the side of the issue on which one lies.  It provides the general stance of the organization and its legal position in regards to protecting privacy and the balance that must be met between it and copyright protection.  It is an enabling site for the formulation of arguments in favor of privacy and draws attention to areas where counter-positions may be taken.

URL:

http://newscenter.verizon.com/kit/riaa/vz.vtml and http://admin.redesign.policy.net/proactive/newsroom/release.vtml?id=83104
Content:

The first site provides the outline and timeline of the RIAA suit against Verizon with regards to the issues of privacy, subpoena power and the balance between copyright and consumer privacy.  The second site is a press release that highlights the Verizon decision and the implications (from Verizon’s standpoint) that resulted from the decision.

Impact:

The Verizon case was a pivotal case in evaluating the scope of rights that the courts were going to allow the recording industry to assert.  It seemed to say that the courts would not allow the recording industry to stretch their rights past what the current DMCA calls for despite the implication of sympathy to their position.  The case itself acts as a starting point and boundary for practitioners to defend or possibly prosecute similar issues.  

URL:

http://www.slyck.com/
Content:

This is a file-sharing enthusiast’s dream site.

Impact:

URL:

http://www.slyck.com/news.php?story=567
Content:

This is an article targeted directly at the anonymity factor in legal protection as opposed to only being concerned about privacy.  It provides the background on technology, policy and legal “theory” behind a new program that seems to eliminate the ability of copyright owners and their agents to trace the identities of peers on the networks.

Impact:

This site gives practitioners, policy makers, commentators and others in the field an idea of where the technology of P2P is headed.  It shows that software developers are taking the changes in the law into account when designing future technology thereby allowing legislators and judges the opportunity to base their judgments on future ramifications and to possibly shape the law to enable or intercept the technology based upon policy concerns.
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