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Linking Assignment #1, Group #2:

Direct infringers who use P2P: RlAA lawsuits, subpoenae, anonymity and techniques to protect yourself from litigation.
URL #1:
http://www.slyck.com

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
This site is an informational and educational forum about P2P file sharing, with news updates on high profile cases and companies, legal issues, and the newest software innovations and providers. The site has numerous links to P2P software and newsgroups, as well as a discussion link where users can discuss hot topics and share information. There are also articles that specifically address how to cloak your file sharing, and how to avoid litigation.

IMPACT: 
This site is great for anyone who wants to learn not only about P2P file sharing in general, but some of the topics and concerns of the P2P sharing community. It was apparent from my time on the site that it is pro-file sharing site (but it does a satisfactory job of making the information seem unbiased). As for lawyers, it is a great launch off site to learn the many aspects and issues that concern P2P file users.

URL#2:

http://www.eff.org/IP/P2P/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
The Electronic Frontier Foundation site is seriously pro-P2P file sharing. It is filled with tips, articles, and propaganda aimed at arming P2P users to fight against the RIAA. There are archive articles about “unfounded” and “abusive” subpoenas, “misguided” moves by Congress, etc. There was also a downloadble poster for pro P2Pers. The site also had links to learn more about the legal disputes involving Napster, Grokster, and Kazaa, and a database showing people how to find out if your information has been subpoenaed by your ISP to the RIAA. Lastly, the site had a directory for information regarding upcoming pro-P2P events, international issues, the FTAA, the USA Patriot Act… (just to name a few).

IMPACT:

If an attorney wanted to get a sense of the intensity of this issue form the perspective of P2P sharers, this is a great place to start. There was not enough time to explore all of the information this site had to offer. My only concern was that some of it smacked of propaganda, and I would advise anyone who sees this site to read things critically to separate fact from opinion. All in all, a great research tool for any lawyer who wants to learn more about how the P2P community is responding to the RIAA’s subpoena tactics.

URL#3:

 http://www.ipww.com/texts/tunes1103.html
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:
The IP Law and Business Journal is a popular site for IP lawyers. It has a wide amount of information regarding trademark, copyright, patents, etc., specifically written for professionals. This link is to an article on the site that discussed the RIAA lawsuits and the maneuvering going on by both sides. 

IMPACT:

This site did not have a lot of specific material about P2P file sharing; it covers a wide range of IP issues. The article however could be of benefit to lawyers wanting to know more specifics about the RIAA lawsuits and the subpoenas they served on Verizon. The significance of this article is that it is written for lawyers, and it quotes attorneys who worked on the Verizon matter and general counsel for major recording companies. Lawyers can gain insight from reading the accounts of these litigators. 
URL#4:

http://www.1st-free-music-download.com/P2P.html
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

1st Music Free Download is a site dedicated to new P2P sharers. It offers free music downloads, information on P2P sites and services, and information about legal and illegal file sharing. There are also links on the site which lead to articles about RIAA tactics, safe P2P file sharing, Napster replacements, and CD burning software. One of the articles specifically talks about safety tips to prevent potential litigation from the RIAA.
IMPACT:

The site attempts to be a start off point for P2P users, but I don’t think it does a good job at that. The article about RIAA tactics noted that 72% of young Americans do not care if the material they are sharing is illegal. It has hard to determine if these sources are credible. The site does emphasize downloading legal works (yet it doesn’t paint the RIAA in such a glamorous light either).   
URL#5:

http://www.acenet.edu/washington/legalupdate/2003/p2p.pdf

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

The American Council on Education has a site that covers their mission and activities. The above link connects to a background discussion paper generated by several university experts and legal analysts (including representatives of RIAA) regarding copyright law and P2P sharing. The paper outlines some basics about the US copyright statute, the position of the RIAA, and steps that students and staff on college campuses can take to prevent any potential lawsuits.

IMPACT:

Although the site itself is not dedicated to P2P sharing, the paper has a lot of value. It spells out the law and the posturing of the RIAA and the various P2P providers in a manner that anyone can understand. If a lawyer knew nothing about P2P sharing or any of the legal ramifications involved, the paper is a great way to find out what the controversy is all about.
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