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P2P File Sharing Web Sites

1. URL: www.p2punited.org

P2P United – Organization Web Site 

CONTENT DESCRIPTION: P2P United is an organization consisting of members Bearshare, Grokster, Morpheus, eDonkey and Blubster, proponents of lawful peer-to-peer file sharing.  P2P United’s mission is to serve as a liaison between peer-to-peer technology developers, users and the government.  In addition to advocating for the greater expansion of P2P technology and lawful use, P2P United claims to promote “fair and balanced” copyright and competition laws.  The web site contains up to date legal decisions and pending legislation, such as H.R. 4077, the Piracy Deterrence and Education Act of 2004 and many others.  P2P also publishes its’ position on each of the issues.  P2P United’s web site provides a link in which visitors can write to Congress, assisting with the location of the appropriate representative.  It includes specific peer-to-peer news and resources.   


IMPACT: This web site provides basic information explaining peer-to-peer file sharing technology and its uses, although focuses primarily on pending legislation.  The web site is useful for lawyers seeking to track legislation, public policy and noteworthy cases specifically dealing with peer-to-peer file sharing.  It would also provide useful for opponents of peer-to-peer file sharing since the members, who are also the major technology developers, have published positions and arguments in favor of expanding peer-to-peer networking. 

2. URL: www.riaa.com

Recording Industry Association of America Web Site

CONTENT: This web site is the home site for the Recording Industry of America (“RIAA”).  The RIAA is the industry group that represents the music industry in the United States.  RIAA’s goal is to create a creative and financially stable environment for all members of the recording industry.  The RIAA is instrumental in creating and maintaining industry standards and is responsible for awarding albums with sales milestones.  In addition, the RIAA works globally to protect intellectual property rights, including anti-piracy laws and enforcement.  The site includes the latest legal decisions and news effecting piracy and copyright laws (and music, too).  

IMPACT:  This web site provides industry standards, policies and arguments against peer-to-peer file sharing and networking.  The site explains the protective measures that the RIAA is taking against anti-piracy, such as working with the FBI to create an anti-piracy seal, prosecuting civil and criminal copyright infringers and advocating for stricter legislation.    The site provides a wealth of information on the basic issues, current law and news.   

3. URL: www.ala.org/ala/washoff/WOissues/copyrightb/Default1964.htm 
American Library Association – Washington Office 

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:  This site serves as the official site for the American Library Association (“ALA”).  Although the site contains a significant portion of content dealing with education, the Washington Office focuses on current copyright issues, including anti-piracy from an educational perspective.  It contains pending legislation, court decisions and links to other resources specifically relevant to peer-to-peer networking. 

IMPACT:  Lawyers interested in public policy and the impact of technology on education would find this web site informative.  The ALA site deals with anti-piracy issues from an educational perspective.  The ALA tracks relevant court decisions and legislation.  By examining the ALA position, lawyers would gain better insight into the practical applications of peer-to-peer file sharing, while balancing competing public policy (protecting children from harmful material on the Internet versus the introduction of technology).      

4. URL: www.eff.org

Electronic Frontier Foundation 


CONTENT DESCRIPTION:  Electronic Frontier Foundation (“EFF”) is a civil liberties organization based in San Francisco, California that advocates civil liberties, including Free Speech.  EFF strives to protect the fundamental rights of music lovers and embrace new technology that allows greater access.  EFF is active in pending legislation, court actions, and educational events.  The EFF site contains links to various basic and complex copyright issues, including peer-to-peer file sharing.  It provides tools to users of peer-to-peer file sharing, which allow them to use file sharing anonymously, in addition to tips on how not to be caught.  EFF publishes cases, pending legislation and current activities.  EFF is an advocate of peer-to-peer file sharing.  The site also allows visitors to sign a petition to Congress. 

IMPACT: EFF’s web site is insightful for any lawyer who is looking specifically at the First Amendment, Free Speech issues involved with peer-to-peer file sharing.  It is also instructive on how the technology is illegally used, the loopholes and how infringers go untracked.  The site contains the current activity of EFF and other organizations that advocate the legal use and anonymity of Internet users of peer-to-peer software.  

5. URL: http://civilliberty.about.com/library/content/blP2Prights.htm

Civil Liberties at About.com

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:  The civil liberties section of the About.com web site provides articles and news regarding peer-to-peer file sharing and the copyright implications.  The site provides an explanation of the technology, with links to relevant other news stories and Senate reports.  It provides a history of file sharing and the current law and legislation.  

IMPACT:  Lawyers can use this site for a historical perspective of file sharing technology and how the Internet influences the expansion of file sharing.  The site provides links to copyright laws, such as the Digital Millennium Copyright Act and recent published decisions and pending legislation.  
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