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GROUP 4

International implications of P2P: variation in legal status of P2P outside the US; political use of P2P; US copyright implications of foreign basing of P2P companies.


ASSIGNMENT PART 1: Individual Web Research Project
URL#1

http://www.ppcn.net/default.aspx
Copyright is owned by each article’s author.
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site “P2PChina”, containing a lot of information related P2P, including news, articles, P2P software, P2P technology, BBS, etc, is the gateway site of P2P industry in China.

IMPACT:
Althought it is not a legal web site, it also contains many  articles on legal issues of P2P. And the news and BBS are also helpful to understand what’s going on in P2P field domestically and internationally.
URL #2
http://www.eff.org
There is no copyright notice in this site thus hard to determine the copyright status.
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This is the web site of a nonprofit organization named “Electronic Frontier Foundation”, which aims at protecting civil and free speech rights against a background of rapid development of technology, educating the public about civil liberties issues related to technology, and acting as a defender of those liberties. It provides information such as the activities of EFF, legal issues conerning technology, links to local or international related resouces and newsletter service.

IMPACT:

There is abundant legal information related technology including P2P in this site,such as cases, laws, news, articles, etc. One  can use these material to think about issues form the other side of the coin—especially when we are facing the trend of expanding or improving the intellectual property protection.

URL#3
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/default.stm
All rights, including copyright, in the content of these BBC web pages are owned or controlled by the BBC.

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

It is the web page of technology news of BBC world news edition, located in the official web site of BBC, reporting techonolgy news occuring worldwide. With every news reported, it provides related articles as “see also” and related internet links for more information.  You can search all stories about P2P file-sharing on site.
IMPACT:
BBC news often contains a deep analysis to the event,  and  prefers to  focus on political level .  There are quite a few stories here regarding the political use of P2P file sharing which is scattered in other web sites.
URL#4

http://china.nikkeibp.co.jp/
©Nikkei Business Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This is the official web site of Nikkei Business Publications, Inc.,  which is the biggest  publisher of technology in Japan. It provides Japanse, English and Chinese version to browse. In its IT News column, one can find plentiful news and remarks regarding IT incuding P2P file-sharing. It also provide links to related subjects. Or you can search  on site.
IMPACT:
The reports here are relative long which provide detailed information about a event.  It is helpful to learn the situation of P2P in Japan as well as in other contries.  

URL#5

http://computercops.biz/article-topic-14.html
Since it is a collection of related articles,  the copyright of each article is owned by its copyrighter.
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This website is run by a company named Computer Cops which offers services mainly relating computer security.  Its registered users can submit news on various topics.  In Copyright or Piracy topic, you can search articles/news discussing whether P2P is legal or not.
IMPACT:
There are many articles concerning the legal aspect of P2P fai-sharing posted by the users of this website.  Thus you can learn the legal evolution of P2P not only in US, but in other country, such as Canada, UK and other countries.
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