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Individual Web Research Project

Meg Murphy Group #5

URL#1 

http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Filesharing_April_04.pdf
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site provides the result of a survey conducted by the Pew Internet Project and the Comscore Media Metrix indicating the number of Americans downloading sharing files online has increased slightly. The survey also gathered information that finds about one third of music downloaders say they use peer-to-peer networks. Information is also provided about the number of unique visitors to some online music services.

IMPACT: 

The Pew Internet Project is nonpartisan and provides reports on how the Internet affects institutions such as schools the workplace and the family. The project is funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts, and bases its reports on telephone and Internet surveys. The fact that the site’s creators do not have a particular agenda makes this a useful, objective source for evaluating Internet-related trends. The information is also helpful to attorneys because it is quite recent so it can be an important gauge of who is downloading.  

URL#2

http://www.riaa.com/issues/audio/history.asp
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This link gives the reader an overview of the early history of the recording industry by the Recording Industry Association of America. It draws parallels between the infancy of that industry and the beginnings of the personal computing revolution. It proceeds chronologically, and discusses innovations ranging from the vinyl LP and CDs to present-day technology.

IMPACT: 

This is a useful place to get a concise summary of major milestones in the history of audio technology in order to evaluate lessons from past technological innovations. Those looking for more in-depth information may be able to use this site as a good starting point for research. Attorneys seeking to take lessons from the past history of technology to apply to current events would find this clearly written and informative.   

URL#3

http:// www.futureofmusic.org/about/faq.cfm
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site is created by a not-for-profit think tank the Future of Music. The Washington, D.C.-based organization claims its chief goal is to provide educational information regarding policy debates about music and technology. The site offers resource suggestions, a vocabulary list and research articles on topics such as copyright law in the digital age.    

IMPACT:

The site’s offerings represent a pro-musician stance that is critical of some RIAA actions. Although the number of articles available on the site appears limited, the site itself is quite professional, and it could be helpful in tracking the impact of P2P on the individual recording artist if an attorney wanted to get a perspective that differed from the major recording labels.  

URL#4

http:// www.heritage.org/Research/InternetandTechnology/bg1790.cfm
CONTENT DESCRIPTION: 

This page features a backgrounder paper by an economist who is a policy analyst for the Heritage Foundation. The general topic here is the Internet and technology, but the paper concerns itself with an examination of economic theories of file sharing. Of particular interest to attorneys is the section that deals with what file sharing means to the future market for music.

IMPACT: 

The author writes clearly about the topic and provides some general background information that is helpful for developing an understanding of the P2P topic and P2P’s impact on the future. Users should be aware that the Heritage Foundation is a think tank promoting a conservative view when evaluating the research done by the organization.

URL #5

http:// www.unc.edu/~cigar/papers/FileSharing_March2004.pdf
CONTENT:

 This recent study by two professors from the Harvard Business School and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill is the first to make a direct comparison of downloads of music files with in-store CD purchases made by music consumers in 2002. The study’s analysis found no relationship between the number of downloads of an album and its sales in music stores.

IMPACT: 

Readers should note that some -- including the RIAA-- have questioned the study’s findings. But as a first look at the interplay between downloads of music files and sales, the study is important reading for those interested in how traditional album sales are affected by new technology. Attorneys practicing in the field will want to be aware of this controversial study to be able to stay current with the latest academic research regarding downloading.   
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