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Group 5

Re: Industry response to the peer-to-peer phenomenon

#1)

http://www.mpaa.org/anti-piracy/
CONTENT DESCRIPTION: 


This site initially seems to be a mere summary of the MPAA’s position on piracy.  It includes numbers on movie industry earnings, numbers of suspected piracy violations, and the impact of one upon the other.  The summary of the law is extremely basic, though the description of the media which can be pirated is a useful introduction.  The best things about the site are its links pages.  The press release page will lead visitors to the recent worldwide piracy study as well as press releases involving movie industry lawsuits against various ISP providers.  The related links page provides a jumping off point for further research into the response of individual movie studios as well as organizations devoted to improving technology to try and eliminate piracy.  It also provides articles on new legislation and Senate hearings that are useful for understanding legislative intent.
IMPACT:


 The press release page basically gifts a lawyer a timeline of the industry response to peer-to-peer piracy.  Important government committee reports are only a click away.  This page is extraordinarily useful in a sort of American Jurisprudence way.  It points a researcher in the right direction to find more detailed information.  It is not the source, however, for serious in-depth research.
#2)

http://www.boycott-riaa.com
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:


Despite the URL’s obvious anti-industry slant, this is a great site from which to educate oneself about the music industry and the RIAA.  Included information included music industry sales figures and statistical manipulation challenging the music industry’s figures on the predicted economic impact of piracy.  Other links include discussion links ranging from rants to serious legal discussions.  Site administrators do a good job of keeping the news link up to date with both articles about legal and government issues and articles about the music industry’s new attempts to introduce new products and repair its tarnished image.
IMPACT:


This site provides an antidote to RIAA statements about the catastrophic effect on the industry by trying to explain how the statistics are manipulated by both sides.  It includes the names of key lobbyists for the music industry and highlights what aspects of the industry the RIAA is most focused on defending.

#3)

http://www.recordingmedia.org
CONTENT:


This site contains both news articles about the future of DVD and CD media as well as worldwide statistics on the duplication of optical media.  It compares CD duplication to the VCR and proliferation of blank VHS tapes.  It includes information about the International Recoding Media Association which addresses piracy before media is even released.  The news pages range from information on the latest conference to interesting articles on whether piracy will mean optical media will be replaced with Video on Demand and digital music. 
IMPACT:


This organization is concerned with piracy that does not arise from peer-to-peer networking.  Its importance to a lawyer is that it offers an alternate source of the piracy problem other than peer-to-peer networking, and may indicate that the industries are hurt more by pre-production theft of product than after-market sharing.  Its value lies in offering alternative thinking by doing such things as connecting the rise in recordable optical media to the decline in VHS tapes.   

#4)

http://news.com.com
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:


This is a technological news site that is frequently updated.  One day’s top stories included information on 1) new media products produced by new companies in response to the huge increase in information-sharing on the web, 2) new companies arising to challenge established digital music providers, and 3) editorials on new anti-piracy technology being contemplated by the recording industry.  The archives are easily searched, so the constant cycling of information is not really a problem.
IMPACT:


This site has the latest articles as well as experienced editors to right perspective pieces that put new technology in perspective.  The site does a good job of finding newcomers to the industry and chronicling how technological changes have changed the way recording industries do business.  This site is best for explaining the new technology to lawyers- by covering technical details, industry predictions, and legislative responses.

#5)

http://www.itic.ca/ 
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:


This site is not to be reproduced in anyway, and some of the sample graphs may not be available for purchase.  This tech company’s site includes recent August 2004 statistics on P2P use, P2P platform increases, and worldwide business leakage from the use of P2P.  The archives include graphs of usage on specific P2P networks.  The site even has statistics on what areas of the world have the most people looking for information on digital piracy and in what languages pirated material was transmitted.  Information is offered in 9 languages.

IMPACT:


This place has statistics not found at many other locations, and certainly not usually found all in one place.  The problem is that these are however sample graphs, and ITIC does require users to pay for complete graphs that can be used for private purposes.  Since the company created a model for calculating business leakage (their term for how P2P use was affecting the industries it was pirating), it might be worthwhile to purchase a study from them.  The company does have in place for getting detailed statistics, so it is a last resort if a lawyer really needs specific examples of copyrighted material going out over P2P in order to track a defined economic impact on a specific company.
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