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URL # 1

http://www.eff.org/share/legal.php
CONTENT DESCRIPTION

The site is run by the Electronic Frontier Foundation.  This web site and organization support legalizing P2P file sharing and suggests that blanket copyright licenses be granted to those who ask to resolve the problem that radio stations had. It also discusses compulsory licensing to avoid the problem of copyright holders from refusing to grant the right for a reasonable fee.  However, the site contains a lot of information on what the “other side” is trying to do to prevent P2P file sharing, including the DMCA and new proposed legislation H.R. 4077, the Piracy Deterrence and Education Act, legislation which would impose criminal penalties on those sharing more than 1000 fiels.

IMPACT

Lawyers will find the site useful because it has several important cases listed with links.  In addition to cases, there are briefs supporting the site’s position, and other collections of information on current P2P disputes.  The site also contains several links to other useful organizations and web sites pertaining to the topic.

URL #2

http://www.cdfreaks.com/news/8133

CONTENT DESCRIPION

This article specifically discussed University of Florida’s recent implementation of Icarus, an anti-p2p file sharing software that the university developed. It watches out for any programs on the network acting as a server which included P2P applications or even virus applications. If a student tries using a P2P application, Icarus will automatically send an E-mail and an immediate pop-up warning to the student and disconnects him from the network for 30 minutes. A second offence will result in a network cut-off period of five days, and a third offense will result in an indefinite cut-off and the user is subject to the school's judicial process. Icarus stands for Integrated  Computer Application for Recognizing User Services.

IMPACT

The rest of the site has some interesting news articles and a lot of links to copying software and reviews.  This site for attorneys would be helpful in reading what actual users are thinking and how they are trying to beat the system.

URL #3

http://www.riaa.com/default.asp
CONTENT DESCRIPTION

Obviously, this is the Recording Industry of America Association’s web site so they are supportive of copyright lawsuits.  They have an entire section dedicated to recent news regarding its mission to stop P2P file sharing and has an Anti-Piracy section, which contains a lot of summaries of copyright laws and how it affects musicians.  The site also discusses that they support copyright laws being applied to music on the Internet, as well.  The RIAA is basically is assisting authorities in investigating and shutting down piracy operations, running a 24 hour webcrawler to help stop internet sites from making illegal recordings available. Based on the Digital Millennium Copyright Act’s (DMCA) subpoena provision, the RIAA sends out information subpoenas in order to track and shut down repeat offenders and to deter to those hiding behind the Internet. Information subpoenas require the Internet Service Provider (ISP) providing access to or hosting a particular site to provide contact information for the site operator. Once the site operator is identified, the RIAA will take steps to shut down the site, by either sending a warning e-mail  or beginning litigation against the site operator. The RIAA then uses that information to send notice to the site operator that the site must be removed. Finally, the RIAA requires the individual to pay an amount designated to help defray the costs of the subpoena process.

IMPACT

Lawyers would find this site useful mainly because of the summaries of the law (at least RIAA’s interpretation) and its position on music and the Internet, piracy, and recent news on the issue.  In addition, the site contains information on licensing and royalties, which would be useful if you have someone interested in licensing their work.

URL #4

http://www.mpaa.org/anti-piracy/
CONTENTS

The Motion Picture Association website contains a vast amount of information regarding copyright issues, its position, types of piracy and the cost to the industry. In addition, it contains information on copy protection legislation and technology.  Many companies use Content Scrambling System on DVDs and digital encryption encoding of satellite signals.  Callers who phone in information on piracy operations may also be eligible for a reward.  The MPAA is also committed to pursuing violators with the fullest extent of the law.

IMPACT

Lawyers should find this site useful in that it contains information on legislation, anti-piracy programs, and links to various organizations.

URL # 5

http://www.nai.com/us/antipiracy_policy.htm
CONTENTS

Discusses types of  software piracy. Provides a link to a Microsoft search tool to find an anti-piracy software for your needs.  Some track licensing agreements, some provide alerts or warnings. 

IMPACT

Provides a useful list of companies offering products to help combat piracy.
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