Url #1:

www.P2Punited.org
Content Description:

This is a website dedicated to “fighting for the future of peer-to-peer technology.”  There are numerous articles written about the status of P2P.  There are links that allow someone to contact Congress about their view of the P2P issue.  There are also links to current legislation on the issue.

Impact:

Individuals, like me, who are not “in the know” about file sharing, can gain helpful information about P2P and the direction it is moving.  People who are concerned about the fate of P2P can take a stand and contact Congress and learn about legislation that is pending/passed.  

Url#2:

www.openp2p.com
Content Description:

This is a website that posts numerous articles about P2P and other areas of the computer world.  There are a lot of links to various other sites, which are dedicated to different aspects of the computer/software industry.  It is incorporated into the O’Reilly Network.  

Impact:

There are some useful articles on this site.  One such article in particular is about the next-generation of file sharing with social networks.  They also have message boards, which they call Weblogs that allow individuals to speak their mind about P2P.  

Url#3:

www.technewsworld.com
Content Description:

 This is a website dedicated to all things technology related.  One can find a plethora of information ranging from articles to various links.  This site also has a discussion board, where people can get feedback to their opinions or questions concerning various avenues of technology.

Impact:

This site contained an article on the future of P2P, similar to the article on the OpenP2P site; this article discussed it in the form of file-sharing networks.  This site is informational for how the various avenues of technology intermingle.  

Url#4:

www.commerce.senate.gov/hearings/witnesslist.cfm
Content Description:

This is a link to the US Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  The link is a hearing that they have put up on the web entitled, “The Future of Peer-to-Peer Technology.”  From here, one can read the testimony of the various “witnesses” that will testify to the benefits and detriments of the P2P technology.  

Impact:

An individual can get a perspective of a few of the big key players in the debate on P2P.  The hearing included: VP of EMI, CEO of Streamcast Networks, Pres. of Intent MediaWorks, and Director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection, Federal Trade Commission.  This hearing occurred in June of 2004, so it is relatively up to date with the views expressed by the media and the government on this issue.

Url#5:

http://ntrg.cs.tcd.ie/undergrad/4ba2.02-03/p10.html
Content Description:

This is a link to a paper about the need for and different types of security measures in a P2P network.  It talks about the apparent and not so apparent dangers of having such an open system of file sharing.  Its then discusses the measures on should take to ensure that your computer is protected.  There are links on the left side that can take you to various subject avenues of P2P.

Impact:
An individual can learn about the dangers of P2P and the steps they can take to ensure their information is secure.
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