P2P File Sharing Web Research Project

From: Xiaoming Shi
URL#1: http://www.filesharingcenter.com/?hop=comparets#
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This is one kind of download centers that pop up into our eyes almost everyday. It contains many free entertainment materials (or related links) that can be downloaded by using one software it introduced on its site. And they will teach you how to find your favorite songs through their tutorials. When you click the button “Download Now”. It seemed you could step into an unlimited fairyland immediately. 

IMPACT:

The website claimed they have over 30,000,000 people using this service downloading their favorite MP3s, Movies, Software, TV Shows and Videogames. It become more and more a social issue in regarding of this kind of file –sharing. On the other hand, Is it really the story? 

URL#2: http://www.eff.org/share/ 

CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This website is a forum of the Electronic Frontier Foundation which they created to fight for their freely technology communication rights. It contained a lot of legal issues, technology backgrounds, conflicting topics of P2P nowadays. And they made their P2P related legal interpretation as well. It is a user-based full-scale reference when searching for copyright infringement related to P2P.
IMPACT:

This website contains many cases related to copyright infringement and file sharing, also they provided related statutes and treaties and instruments as well. You can also obtain some technical background on how file sharing works and even the advises on how to protect yourself from suing of copyright infringement. 

URL#3: http://mp3.about.com/cs/napsteretc/a/p2psoftware.htm
CONTENT DESCRIPTION:

This site contains plenty of information about MP3 and P2P. It explains what is MP3, is MP3 legal, where and how to buy legal music online. It also contains lot of useful articles and resources related to P2P. These useful articles give a right direction for anyone who wants to get free MP3 music downloads. This site tells you many famous websites such as amazon.com are providing free music downloads area.

IMPACT:

This is a very useful website for a lawyer to learn the basic knowledge of MP3 and P2P. Some good articles are included to explain MP3 and P2P in detail. This site is a very good reference and resource for a lawyer practicing in copyright field.   

URL#4: http://www.chinaiprlaw.com/english/
CONTNENT DESCRIPTION:

This Web site is a personal sponsored site, which provides the latest IP laws and regulations and judicial interpretations in China’s supreme court. It also includes the latest IP theories of foreign countries. Particularly, this website is sponsored by some young judgers in supreme court dealing with IP cases national wide. It provides legal information about judicial protection of intellectual property rights in China, including resources of laws, courts, judgments, trial news, case analysis and judges’ forum.

IMPACT:

This website is a practical way to understand the holdings of judges from the Supreme Courts on intellectual property cases in China. It is useful for a lawyer or student who’s working in a intellectual property case want to find more details from previous cases and court’s reasoning. They can learn the latest theories of judges of the Supreme People's Court in intellectual property cases as well.

URL#5: http://www.p2punited.org/
CONTENT DISCRIPTION:

This is another p2p supporter united website which is engaging in educating P2P technology users with legal and legislative issues. This website provides very strong support for P2P developer and users. The content of it includes many useful links related to copyright from U.S copyright office and Non-governmental organizations. The most impressive part of it is the contact information of congresspersons. This website is calling P2P users to write to congresspersons for the future of P2P.  

IMPACT:

Judges and lawyers can find some very useful links related to copyright from this website. They can also know more about what P2P users are thinking and acting. Nobody knows how many P2P users wrote to congresspersons. However, judges and lawyers should pay more attention to this kind of websites if they are interested in the future of the copyright legislation.    

