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Text: Available in xerox in the bookstore; available online in Word on the course web site.  

Tutorials:  In addition, there are tutorials for the course on http://courses.lawstudysystems.com.  The tutorials are required.  Chicago-Kent students can purchase them at a discount.  To register and purchase at the discount, follow these instructions: (1) go to http://courses.lawstudysystems.com; (2) select “Chicago-Kent” under “Portals”, on the right; (3) register using the enrollment key, kentlaw.  The cost is $30 (a 50% discount).  Enrollment ends August 31.    

Web Site: There is a web site for the course.  Go to www.kentlaw.edu, select “Classes,” select “Richard Warner,” select “Contracts.” 

Complete the tutorials and related materials before coming to the class on the topic for which they are assigned.   
Mid-term examination: There is one multiple choice, open book midterm exam.  
Final examination: Open book. 
Attendance policy: You are allowed three unexcused absences.  If you have more than three unexcused absences, your grade may be reduced by ( a grade or more, depending on the number of absences.  

Timeliness: You will be at class on time, prepared to begin instruction at the time set for the class.  Arriving late may count as an unexcused absence.  

Participation policy: Be prepared to answer questions.  Failure to be prepared may affect your grade adversely.  

Office hours: I am typically at the law school five days a week.  Come by any time.  I usually can make time to talk to you.  If not, we can arrange another time.  You can call or e-mail me to make sure that I am available.  I also try to respond as promptly as possible to e-mailed questions.  
I.  Consideration Doctrine 

1.  The Basics of the Bargain Theory

Reading 
Dougherty v. Salt 

Tutorial        

Consideration 1         

2.  Nominal Consideration

Tutorial         

Consideration 2         

Reading         

Schnell v. Nell         

Linder v. Mid-Continent     

3.  Illusory Promises

Reading       

Wickham v. Burton Coal         

4.  The Implied Promise Solution 

Reading

Wood v. Lucy, Lady Duff-Gordon         

Laclede Gas Co. v. Amoco         

Tutorial

Consideration 3         

5.  The Preexisting Duty Rule 

Tutorial       

Consideration 4         

Reading          

Gray v. Martino

DeCicco v. Schweizer

Lingenfelder v. Wainwright

Angel v. Murray         

6.  Giving Up a Legal Claim as Consideration 

Tutorial

Consideration 5         

Reading           

Springstead v. Nees

Mullen v. Hawkins         

7.  Promissory Estoppel

Tutorial 

Central London Property Trust v. High Trees House 

Tutorial          

Consideration 6         

8.  Moral Obligation as Consideration

Tutorial

Consideration 7         

Reading            

Mills v. Wyman         

Webb v. McGowin       
9.  The Old Law on Benefit and Detriment as Consideration

Tutorial

Consideration 7         

Reading            

Hammer v. Sidway
II. Interpretation 

1.  The Objective Intent Test

Reading 

Embry v. Hargardine-McKittrick         

Tutorials     

Interpretation 1     

Interpretation 2     

2.  The Hypothetical Intent Test

Tutorial         

Interpretation 3         

Reading     

Spaulding v. Morse     

Tutorial     
Interpretation 4     

3. Other Approaches to Ambiguity         

Tutorial         

Interpretation 5         

Reading         

Berwick and Smith v. Salem

Tutorial 
Interpretation 6         

III.  Remedies 

1.  The Expectation Measure         

Reading          

Hawkins v. McGee         

Tutorial          

Remedies 1         

2.  The Duty to Mitigate         

Reading           

Rockingham Cty. v. Luten Bridge         

Tutorials     

Remedies 2      

Remedies 3         

3.  Foreseeability         

Reading         

Hadley v. Baxendale         

Tutorial         

Remedies 5         

Reading         

EVRA v. Swiss Bank         

4. Proving Damages          

Reading         
Rambola v. Cosindas         

Tutorial         

Remedies 6         

5.  Reliance Damages         

Tutorial         

Remedies 7          

Reading         

Security Stove         

6.  UCC: Buyer's Remedies         

Tutorials         

Remedies 19         

Remedies 20         

7.  UCC: Seller's Remedies         

Tutorials         

Remedies 21         

Remedies 22         

8.  Liquidated Damages         

Tutorial         

Remedies 8         

Reading         

Truck Rent-A-Center v. Puritan Farms         

Lake River Corp. v. Carborundum         

Tutorial         

Remedies 9         

9.  Specific Performance         

Tutorial         

Remedies 13         

Reading         

Laclede v. Amoco         

10.  Cost of Completion Measure         

Reading         

Peevyhouse v. Garland Goal         

Tutorials          

Remedies 10         

Remedies 11         

Remedies 12         
IV. Excuse

1.  Restitution and the Material Breach Requirement

Tutorials

Remedies 14

Remedies 15

Remedies 16

Reading 

Osteen v. Johnson

2.  Material Breach

Tutorial

Remedies 17

Reading

K & G Construction v. Harris
3.  Cure

Reading 

Walker & Co. v. Harrison

Tutorials

Remedies 18

Performance and Excuse 1

Reading 

UCC 2-601

UCC 2-508

UCC 2-612

4.  Repudiation
Reading

Hochster v. De La Tour

Tutorial

Repudiation

Reading

Hathaway v. Sabin

5.  Uncertainty

Tutorial

Uncertainty about Performance
Reading

UCC 2-607 - 2-611

6.  Impracticabilty

Reading

Taylor v. Caldwell

Tutorial 

Excuse 6:  Impracticability

Reading

Transatlantic Financing v. U. S.

U. S. v. Wegematic

7.  Frustration

Reading

Krell v. Henry

Tutorial 

Excuse 7: Frustration

8.  Mutual Mistake

Reading

Griffith v. Bymer

Tutorial 

Excuse 8:  Basic Mistake Doctrine

9.  Assigning the Risk

Reading

Sherwood v. Walker

Wood v. Boynton

Tutorial 

Excuse 9:  Mistake--Assigning the Loss
Reading

Raffles v. Wichelhaus 

10.  Unilateral Mistake

Tutorial 

Excuse 10:  Unilateral Mistake
Reading 

Kastoroff v. Elsinore Union School District

11.  Transcription Errors

No Reading

12.  Duress

Reading

Henningsen v. Bloomfield Motors

Williams v. Walker-Thomas Furniture Co.

13.  Unconscionability

Tutorial

Unconscionability

Reading

Toker v. Westerman

Gatton v T-Mobile

VI.  Offer and Acceptance

1.  Definitions of Offer and Acceptance

Tutorials

Offer and Acceptance 1 

Offer and Acceptance 2

Reading

Lefkowitz v. Minne. Surplus Store

2.  The Manner of Acceptance 

Tutorial

Offer and Acceptance 3

Reading

Davis v. Jacoby

Klockner v. Green

3.  Duration of Offers:  Termination and Revocation

Reading

Akers v. Sedberry

Tutorial

Offer and Acceptance 4

4.  Irrevocable Offers

Reading

Petterson v. Pattberg

Tutorial

Offer and Acceptance 5 

Reading 

Drennan v. Star Paving Co.

5.  The Mailbox Rule

Tutorial

Offer and Acceptance 6

Reading 

Lewis v. Browning

Lonergan v. Scolnick
6.  The Mirror-Image Rule

Reading

Ardente v. Horan

Tutorial 

Offer and Acceptance 7

Reading

Poel v. Brunswick-Balke-Collender

7.  UCC 2-207  

Tutorial

Offer and Acceptance 8

Reading

Dorton v. Collins & Aikman Corp.

Itoh & Co. v. Jordan Int'l Co.

8.  Silence As Acceptance

Tutorial

Offer and Acceptance 9

Reading 

Cole-McIntyre-Norfleet v. Holloway

9.  Promissory Estoppel

Reading

Hoffman v. Red Owl Stores

Tutorial

Offer and Acceptance 10

VII.  Written Contracts

1.  Statute of Frauds

Reading 

Notes on the Statute of Frauds

2. Parol Evidence:  Basic Rule

Reading

Mitchel v. Lath

UCC 2-202

Tutorial 

Parol Evidence 1

3. Parol Evidence:  Complete Integration and  Scope

Tutorials 

Parol Evidence 2

Parol Evidence 3 

Reading

Lee v. Seagram & Sons

4. Parol Evidence: Entire Agreement Clauses and Contradictions

Tutorial

Parol Evidence 4

5. Parol Evidence: Course of Dealing, Course of Performance, Trade Usage

Tutorial

Parol Evidence 5

6. Parol Evidence: Using "Side Agreements" to Interpret Written Agreements

Tutorial

Parol Evidence 6

Reading

Hicks v. Bush

Dannan Realty v. Harris

7.  Reasonable Expectations Doctrine

Reading 

Johnson v. United Investors Life Ins. Co. 
