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B is Communists
C is Taliban

D is new Government

Alpha and Omega is the collection of Afghani music up until the time we decided that it would be marketable, passed down from generation to generation, tribe to tribe.

M is the elder statesman/musician who has taught his successors T and N all that he knows

P,R, U, V are students all who take what they have learned and add to it as the hypothetical suggests

The solid arrows are as they were before in your previous example (property rights)

The small dashed line from D to MN and D to R are the power lines

The new big dash lines is the actual teaching of music and to analogize it would be a pass of privilege to use (or learn) the music, this by no means gives the power to record or anything else, it is simply just the transfer of musical knowledge.  ** With every such transfer the music gains at least one other permutation of the folk song (as the hypothetical suggests).

O, S are Pakistanis, who the old Taliban regime game permission to record Afghani music in exchange for arms to fight the infidels.  These are our so-called rip off artists.

Many of the students believe that we should give proprietary rights to the first one to the Afghani trademark office and let them cash in on the collective work of all the generations before them.  I disagree.  Since what makes Afghani music distinct is that creation is a collective process and is passed down from generation to generation.  If we reward the first musician to copyright all the songs he knows, we will in essence be rewarding him individually for all work done prior.  Not only that we will be killing our industry.  By granting property rights to the songs, this notion of collective creation will cease because no longer will the following generations of Afghani’s be allowed to add their spin to the old Afghani favorites.  What made the process and sound unique will die with one generation and we will have exhausted a potentially very valuable resource.

What I propose is that we make the solid arrow the right to record, exclude, and distribute each permutation of a song.  In essence we will make the songs themselves public domain and the creation of an individual musician, i.e. the recording, their property.  The concern of the “rip off artists” will not be that serious because what makes our music distinct is the generations behind it, and that cannot be stolen.  
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